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County Agent’s Notes:

April 23, 2000

The environment is important, however…..
By: Dr. Ernie Flint, Area Agent/Agriculture
Since starting work with the Extension Service in 1991 I have been exposed to many
ideas about how agriculture should operate. Ironically, most of these ideas come from people
who do not and have never depended solely on the land for a living. It seems that in many ways
we have given over to special interests that neither know nor choose to learn how their food is
produced. The general assumption among the vast majority of our population seems to be that
food, clothing, and shelter will always be provided in abundance from some inexhaustible
storehouse.
People have proven through the ages their propensity to extremes. The times when a
middle ground has been reached have been those short periods while passing from one extreme
to another. Evidence of this can be found in every period of history; in religion, government, the
distribution of wealth, and the ever-present “pursuit of happiness”. We cannot be satisfied with
anything; a fact that has driven us from one excess to another, from failure to success, from
obscurity to fame, and from hunger to gluttony. This fact of life has driven mankind to the
heights of achievement and likewise to the depths of depravity and cruelty.
The irony of all this is that we seem incapable of facing our own mistakes, running
headlong into the next abyss of extremity, knowing well all the time that we are on a collision
course. Those among us who often appear as leaders have learned to capitalize on this human

frailty. I once heard a person now regarded as one of the greatest leaders of our time say, “ there
is no way to really lead people, the thing you have to do is wait until you see the direction they
are going and then get ahead of them and act like it was your idea all along.”
Life itself is the most cherished of all things, and the fear of losing it or the quality of that
life seems to be the strongest motivating factor for people. In the early part of this century,
people were considered “old” at fifty because living conditions were such that surviving beyond
that age was unusual. Working conditions were horrible, diseases were rampant, mortality of
children was unbelievably high, the experience of childbirth was for women a time when life was
often lost, yet we look back on this period today and refer to that time as “the good old days”.
In 1962, Rachel Carson wrote a little book titled Silent Spring, This work combined with
her earlier writings to spark the environmental movement. Her words were grist for the mill of
fear among people that the food they ate, the water they drank, and the air they breathed were
killing them. Since that time more and more emphasis has been placed on the subject, however
the fact that the lifespan of Americans has increased significantly has gone virtually unnoticed by
most people. Millions of people are alive and well today who would have died in infancy only a
few years ago.
The activism we see toward the environment is well-intended as was the intent of Rachel
Carson. No doubt, many good things have resulted from the positive aspects of the
environmental movement. However, where is the concern that might stem the extremes which
cause our youth to destroy themselves with narcotics, the fervor which could inspire parents to
raise their children to be good citizens rather than wards of the state, the dedication to country
which could have prevented our nation from sinking to its present moral state? Is all this simply
another extreme to which we have come and from which we will soon rebound; I sincerely hope

so. True enough, the environment is “extremely” important, but we have challenges which
present even more immediate threats.
Farmers are “environmentalists” and have been all along. True enough, there are a few
rogues among them, as with any group, who give agriculture a bad name. These few need to
clean up their act, but to blame all farmers with damaging the environment is wrong. We have
lately chosen to accept much of our food from other countries where pesticides long since
banned in the US are still widely used, where slave labor is common, where regard for the
environment is not considered. “Out of sight; out of mind” is the rule of the day it seems; how
long will we continue this? Somehow I feel that we will only come to our senses when the
grocer’s shelves are bare, and that may be too late.

